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Introduction 

Prepare for the exam with practice tests from Cambridge 

Inside you'll find four authentic examination papers from Cambridge Assessment English. 
They are the perfect way to practise - EXACTLY like the real exam. 

Why are they unique? 

All our authentic practice tests go through the same design process as the IELTS test. We 
check every single part of our practice tests with real students under exam conditions, to 
make sure we give you the most authentic experience possible. 

Students can practise these tests on their own or with the help of a teacher to familiarise 
themselves with the exam format, understand the scoring system and practise exam 
technique. 

Further information 

IELTS is jointly managed by the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and Cambridge 
Assessment English. Further information can be found on the IELTS official website at 
ielts.org. 

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT? 

IELTS consists of four components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking 
tests. There is a choice of Reading and Writing tests according to whether a candidate is 
taking the Academic or General Training module. 
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Academic 
For candidates wishing to study at 
undergraduate or postgraduate levels, 
and for those seeking professional 
registration. 

General Training 
For candidates wishing to migrate to an 
English-speaking country (Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, UK), and for those wishing to 
train or study below degree level. 



Introduction 

The test components are taken in the following order: 

Listening 
4 parts, 40 items, approximately 30 minutes 

Academic Reading 
3 sections, 40 items 

60 minutes 

Academic Writing 
2 tasks 

60 minutes 

or 

or 

Speaking 
11 to 14 minutes 

Total Test Time 
2 hours 44 minutes 

GENERAL TRAINING TEST FORMAT 

Listening 

General Training Reading 
3 sections, 40 items 

60 minutes 

General Training Writing 
2 tasks 

60 minutes 

This test consists of four parts, each with ten questions. The first two parts are concerned 
with social needs. The first part is a conversation between two speakers and the second part 
is a monologue. The final two parts are concerned with situations related to educational or 
training contexts. The third part is a conversation between up to four people and the fourth 
part is a monologue. 

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, matching, plan/map/ 
diagram labelling, form completion, note completion, table completion, flow-chart completion, 
summary completion, sentence completion and short-answer questions. 

Candidates hear the recording once only and answer the questions as they listen. Ten 
minutes are allowed at the end for candidates to transfer their answers to the answer sheet. 

Reading 

This test consists of three sections with 40 questions. The texts are taken from notices, 
advertisements, leaflets, newspapers, instruction manuals, books and magazines. The 
first section contains texts relevant to basic linguistic survival in English, with tasks mainly 
concerned with providing factual information. The second section focuses on the work 
context and involves texts of more complex language. The third section involves reading 
more extended texts, with a more complex structure, but with the emphasis on descriptive 
and instructive rather than argumentative texts. 

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, identifying information 
(True/False/Not Given), identifying the writer's views/claims (Yes/No/Not Given), matching 
information, matching headings, matching features, matching sentence endings, sentence 
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Introduction 

completion, summary completion, note completion, table completion, flow-chart completion, 
diagram-label completion and short-answer questions. 

Writing 

This test consists of two tasks. It is suggested that candidates spend about 20 minutes on 
Task 1, which requires them to write at least 150 words, and 40 minutes on Task 2, which 
requires them to write at least 250 words. Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the 
Writing score. 

In Task 1, candidates are asked to respond to a given situation with a letter requesting 
information or explaining the situation. They are assessed on their ability to engage in 
personal correspondence, elicit and provide general factual information, express needs, 
wants, likes and dislikes, express opinions, complaints, etc. 

In Task 2, candidates are presented with a point of view, argument or problem. They 
are assessed on their ability to provide general factual information, outline a problem and 
present a solution, present and justify an opinion, and to evaluate and challenge ideas, 
evidence or arguments. 

Candidates are also assessed on their ability to write in an appropriate style. More 
information on assessing the Writing test, including Writing assessment criteria 
(public version), is available at ielts.org. 

Speaking 

This test takes between 11 and 14 minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner. 
There are three parts: 

Part 1 
The candidate and the examiner introduce themselves. Candidates then answer general 
questions about themselves, their home/family, their job/studies, their interests and a wide 
range of similar familiar topic areas. This part lasts between four and five minutes. 

Part 2 
The candidate is given a task card with prompts and is asked to talk on a particular topic. 
The candidate has one minute to prepare and they can make some notes if they wish, 
before speaking for between one and two minutes. The examiner then asks one or two 
questions on the same topic. 

Part 3 
The examiner and the candidate engage in a discussion of more abstract issues which are 
thematically linked to the topic in Part 2. The discussion lasts between four and five minutes. 

The Speaking test assesses whether candidates can communicate effectively in English. 
The assessment takes into account Fluency and Coherence, Lexical Resource, Grammatical 
Range and Accuracy, and Pronunciation. More information on assessing the Speaking test, 
including Speaking assessment criteria (public version), is available at ielts.org. 
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Introduction 

HOW IS IELTS SCORED? 

IELTS results are reported on a nine-band scale. In addition to the score for overall language 
ability, IELTS provides a score in the form of a profile for each of the four skills (Listening, 
Reading, Writing and Speaking). These scores are also reported on a nine-band scale. All 
scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along with details of the candidate's nationality, 
first language and date of birth. Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive 
statement which gives a summary of the English-language ability of a candidate classified at 
that level. The nine bands and their descriptive statements are as follows: 

9 Expert user - Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and 
fluent with complete understanding. 

8 Very good user - Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional 
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in 
unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well. 

7 Good user - Has operational command of the language, though with occasional 
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally 
handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning. 

6 Competent user - Has generally effective command of the language despite some 
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly 
complex language, particularly in familiar situations. 

5 Modest user - Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in 
most situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic 
communication in own field. 

4 Limited user - Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems 
in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language. 

3 Extremely limited user - Conveys and understands only general meaning in very 
familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur. 

2 Intermittent user - Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English. 

1 Non-user - Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few 
isolated words. 

0 Did not attempt the test - Did not answer the questions. 
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Introduction 

MARKING THE PRACTICE TESTS 

Listening and Reading 

The answer keys are on pages 121-128. 
Each question in the Listening and Reading tests is worth one mark. 

Questions which require letter I Roman numeral answers 
For questions where the answers are letters or Roman numerals, you should write only the 
number of answers required. For example, if the answer is a single letter or numeral, you 
should write only one answer. If you have written more letters or numerals than are required, 
the answer must be marked wrong. 

Questions which require answers in the form of words or numbers 
• Answers may be written in upper or lower case. 
• Words in brackets are optional - they are correct, but not necessary. 
• Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/). 
• If you are asked to write an answer using a certain number of words and/or (a) number(s), 

you will be penalised if you exceed this. For example, if a question specifies an answer 
using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and the correct answer is 'black leather coat', 
the answer 'coat of black leather' is incorrect. 

• In questions where you are expected to complete a gap, you should only transfer the 
necessary missing word(s) onto the answer sheet. For example, to complete 'in the .. . ', 
where the correct answer is 'morning', the answer 'in the morning' would be incorrect. 

• All answers require correct spelling (including words in brackets). 
• Both US and UK spelling are acceptable and are included in the answer key. 
• All standard alternatives for numbers, dates and currencies are acceptable. 
• All standard abbreviations are acceptable. 
• You will find additional notes about individual answers in the answer key. 

Writing 

The sample answers are on pages 129-138. It is not possible for you to give yourself a mark 
for the Writing tasks. We have provided sample answers (written by candidates), showing 
their score and the examiners' comments. These sample answers will give you an insight 
into what is required for the Writing test. 

8 



Introduction 

HOW SHOULD YOU INTERPRET YOUR SCORES? 

At the end of each Listening and Reading answer key you will find a chart which will help 
you assess whether, on the basis of your Practice Test results, you are ready to take the 
IELTS test. 

In interpreting your score, there are a number of points you should bear in mind. Your 
performance in the real IELTS test will be reported in two ways: there will be a Band Score 
from 1 to 9 for each of the components and an Overall Band Score from 1 to 9, which 
is the average of your scores in the four components. However, institutions considering 
your application are advised to look at both the Overall Band Score and the Band Score for 
each component in order to determine whether you have the language skills needed for a 
particular course of study or work environment. For example, if you are applying for a course 
which involves a lot of reading and writing, but no lectures, listening skills might be less 
important and a score of 5 in Listening might be acceptable if the Overall Band Score was 7. 
However, for a course which has lots of lectures and spoken instructions, a score of 5 in 
Listening might be unacceptable even though the Overall Band Score was 7. 

Once you have marked your tests, you should have some idea of whether your listening 
and reading skills are good enough for you to try the IELTS test. If you did well enough in 
one component, but not in others, you will have to decide for yourself whether you are ready 
to take the test. 

The Practice Tests have been checked to ensure that they are the same level of difficulty 
as the real IELTS test. However, we cannot guarantee that your score in the Practice Tests 
will be reflected in the real IELTS test. The Practice Tests can only give you an idea of 
your possible future performance and it is ultimately up to you to make decisions based on 
your score. 

Different institutions accept different IELTS scores for different types of courses. We have 
based our recommendations on the average scores which the majority of institutions accept. 
The institution to which you are applying may, of course, require a higher or lower score than 
most other institutions. 
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Test 1 

L ISTENING 

PART 1 Questions 1-10 

Complete the notes below. 

Write ONE WORD AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer. Listening test audio 

Children's Engineering Workshops 

Tiny Engineers (ages 4-5) 
Activities 
• Create a cover for an 1 ........................................... so they can drop it from a height 

without breaking it. 
• Take part in a competition to build the tallest 2 ........................................... . 
• Make a 3 ........................................... powered by a balloon. 

Junior Engineers (ages 6-8) 
Activities: 
• Build model cars, trucks and 4 ........................................... and learn how to program 

them so they can move. 
• Take part in a competition to build the longest 5 ........................................... using card 

and wood. 
• Create a short 6 ........................................... with special software. 
• Build, 7 ........................................... and program a humanoid robot. 

Cost for a five-week block: £50 
Held on 8 ........................................... from 10 am to 11 am 

Location 
Building 1 0A, 9 ........................................... Industrial Estate, Grasford 
Plenty of 1 0  ........................................... is available. 

10 ➔ lap.12111�p.9al 



PART 2 Questions 11-20 

Questions 11-14 

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C. 

1 1  Stevenson's was founded in 

A 1923. 
B 1924. 
C 1926. 

1 2  Originally, Stevenson's manufactured goods for 

A the healthcare industry. 
B the automotive industry. 
C the machine tools industry. 

1 3  What does the speaker say about the company premises? 

A The company has recently moved. 
B The company has no plans to move. 
C The company is going to move shortly. 

1 4  The programme for the work experience group includes 

A time to do research. 
B meetings with a teacher. 
C talks by staff. 

Listening 

Listening test audio 
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Test 1 

Questions 15-20 

Label the map below. 

Write the correct letter, A-J, next to Questions 15-20. 

Plan of Stevenson's site 

FACTORY 

9 A l B 

IC 9 D 
I I 

9 I 

F 
I 

9 
OPEN 

COURTYARD 

IL 
G 

9 
H I J RECEPTION 

I �� 

15 coffee room ...................... 

16 warehouse ...................... 

17 staff canteen ...................... 

18 meeting room ...................... 

19 human resources ...................... 

20 boardroom ...................... 

I 
w 

I 

I 



Listening 

PART 3 Questions 21-30 

Questions 21 and 22 

Choose TWO letters, A-E. Listening test audio 

Which TWO parts of the introductory stage to their art projects do Jess and Tom agree 
were useful? 

A the Bird Park visit 
B the workshop sessions 
C the Natural History Museum visit 
D the projects done in previous years 
E the handouts with research sources 

Questions 23 and 24 

Choose TWO letters, A-E. 

In which TWO ways do both Jess and Tom decide to change their proposals? 

A by giving a rationale for their action plans 
B by being less specific about the outcome 
C by adding a video diary presentation 
D by providing a timeline and a mind map 
E by making their notes more evaluative 
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Test 1 

Questions 25-30 

Which personal meaning do the students decide to give to each of the following 
pictures? 

Choose SIX answers from the box and write the correct letter, A-H, next to 
Questions 25-30. 

Personal meanings 

A a childhood memory 

B hope for the future 

C fast movement 

D a potential threat 

E the power of colour 

F the continuity of life 

G protection of nature 

H a confused attitude to nature 

Pictures 

25 Falcon (Landseer) ...................... 

26 Fish hawk (Audubon) ...................... 

27 Kingfisher (van Gogh) ...................... 

28 Portrait of William Wells ...................... 

29 Vairumati (Gauguin) ...................... 

30 Portrait of Giovanni de Medici ······················ 

14 ➔10 p.12111� p. 1001 



Listening 

PART 4 Questions 31-40 

Complete the notes below. 

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer. Listening test audio 

Stoicism 
Stoicism is still relevant today because of its 31 ........................................... appeal. 

Ancient Stoics 
• Stoicism was founded over 2,000 years ago in Greece. 
• The Stoics' ideas are surprisingly well known, despite not being intended 

for 32 ........................................... . 

Stoic principles 
• Happiness could be achieved by leading a virtuous life. 
• Controlling emotions was essential. 
• Epictetus said that external events cannot be controlled but the 

33 ........................................... people make in response can be controlled. 
• A Stoic is someone who has a different view on experiences which others would 

consider as 34 ........................................... . 

The influence of Stoicism 
• George Washington organised a 35 ........................................... about Cato to motivate 

his men. 
• The French artist Delacroix was a Stoic. 
• Adam Smith's ideas on 36 ........................................... were influenced by Stoicism. 
• Some of today's political leaders are inspired by the Stoics. 
• Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT) 

- the treatment for 37 ........................................... is based on ideas from Stoicism 
- people learn to base their thinking on 38 ........................................... . 

• In business, people benefit from Stoicism by identifying obstacles as 
39 ···········································. 

Relevance of Stoicism 
• It requires a lot of 40 ........................................... but Stoicism can help people to lead a 

good life. 
• It teaches people that having a strong character is more important than 

anything else. 

➔ lap. 121II�p. 101I 15 



Test 1 

READ ING 

SECTION 1 Questions 1-14 

Read the text below and answer Questions 1-6. 

Helping pupi ls  to choose optional subjects when 
they're aged 1 4-1 5 :  what some pupi ls say 

A Krishnan 

I 'm studyi ng Span ish ,  because it's important to learn fore ign l anguages - and  I 'm  
very p leased when I c a n  watch a video i n  c l ass a nd  understand it. M r  Peckha m  
rea l ly pushes us, a n d  offers u s  extra ass ignments, t o  h e l p  u s  improve . That's good 
for me, because otherwise I 'd be qu ite lazy. 

B Lucy 

History is my favou rite subject, and  it's fasci nati ng to see how what we learn about 
the past is re levant to what's going on i n  the world now. It's made me understand  
m uch more about po l it ics, for i n stance. My p lan  is to  study h istory a t  u n ivers ity, 
and  maybe go i nto the d ip lomatic service, so I can app ly a knowledge of h istory. 

C Mark 

Thu rsdays a re my favou rite days, because that's when we have computi ng .  I t's 
the h igh  spot of the week for me - I love learn i ng  how to program .  I began when 
I was about e ight, so when I sta rted do ing it at schoo l ,  I d idn 't th i n k  I 'd have a ny 
prob lem with it, but I was qu ite wrong !  When I l eave schoo l ,  I 'm  go ing i nto my 
fam i ly reta i l  bus iness, so sad ly I can 't see myse lf becoming a programmer. 

D Violeta 

My parents both work in le isure and tour ism, and they've a lways ta l ked about 
the i r  work a lot at home.  I fi nd it fascinati ng .  I 'm studyi ng it at schoo l ,  and the 
teacher is very knowledgeab le ,  though I th i nk  we spend too much t ime l isten ing  
to  her :  I ' d  l i ke to  meet more peop le  worki ng i n  the  sector, and lea rn  from the i r  
exper ience.  

E Wal id 

16 

I 've a lways been keen on a rt, so I chose it as an  optiona l  subject, though  I was 
afra id  the lessons m ight be a bit d u l l .  I needn 't have worried,  though - our teacher 
gets us to do lots of fu n th ings, so there 's no r isk of getti ng bored . At the end of 
the year the c l ass puts on an  exh ib it ion for the schoo l ,  and I 'm l ook ing forwa rd to 
showing some of my work to other peop le .  



Questions 1-6 

Look at the five comments about lessons, A-E, on page 1 6. 

For which comments are the following statements true? 

Write the correct letter, A-E, in boxes 1-6 on your answer sheet. 

NB You may use any letter more than once. 

1 This pupil is interested in the subject despite the way it is taught. 

2 This pupil is hoping to have a career that makes use of the subject. 

3 This pupil finds the subject harder than they expected. 

4 This pupil finds the lessons very entertaining. 

5 This pupil appreciates the benefit of doing challenging work. 

6 This pupil has realised the connection between two things. 

Reading 

17 



Test 1 

Read the text below and answer Questions 7-14. 

It's almost time for the next Ripton Festival! 

As usual, the festival will be held in the last weekend of June, this year on Saturday to 
Monday, 27-29 June. Ever since last year's festival, the committee has been hard at work to 
make this year's the best ever! The theme is Ripton through the ages . Scenes will be acted 
out showing how the town has developed since it was first established. But there's also plenty 
that's up-to-date, from the latest music to local crafts. 

The Craft Fair is a regular part of the festival . Come and meet professional artists, designers 
and craftsmen and women, who will display their jewellery, paintings, ceramics, and much 
more. They'll also take orders, so if you want one of them to make something especially for 
you, just ask! You'll get i t  within a month of the festival ending. 

The Saturday barbecue will start at 2 pm and continue until 1 0  pm, with a bouncy castle 
for kids . The barbecue will be held in Palmer's Field, or in the town hall if there's rain. Book 
your tickets now, as they always sell out very quickly! Entry for under 1 6s is free all day; 
adults can come for free until 6 pm and pay £5 after that. There'll be live music throughout, 
with local amateur bands in the afternoon and professional musicians in the evening. 

On Sunday we're delighted to introduce an afternoon of boat races, arranged by the Ripton 
Rowing Club. The spectator area by the bridge has plenty of room to stand and cheer the 
boats home, in addition to a number of benches . The winners of the races will be presented 
with trophies by the mayor of Ripton. 

All money raised by the festival will go to support the sports clubs in Ripton. 

1 8  



Reading 

Questions 7-14 

Do the fo l lowing statements agree with the i nformation g iven i n  the text on page 1 8? 

In boxes 7-14 on your answer sheet, write 

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information 
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information 
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this 

7 The festival is held every year. 
8 This year's festival focuses on the town's h istory. 
9 Goods d isp layed i n  the craft fa i r  are un l i ke ones found i n  shops. 

1 0  The barbecue wi l l  be cancel led if it ra ins .  
1 1  Adu lts can attend the barbecue at any t ime without charge .  
1 2  Amateur music ians wi l l  perform during the whole of the barbecue .  
1 3  Seating is avai lab le for watch ing the boat races. 
1 4  People attend ing the festival wi l l  be asked to donate some money. 

1 9 



Test 1 

S E C T I O N  2 Questions 15-27 

Read the text below and answer Questions 15-20. 

Reducing injuries on the farm 

Farms tend to be fu ll of activity. There are always jobs to be done and some tasks 
requ ire physical manual work. While it is good for people to be active, there are risk 
factors associated with this, and efforts need to be made to reduce them. 

The first risk relates to the carrying of an excessive load or weight. This places undue 
demands on the spine and can cause permanent damage. Examples of tasks that 
involve this risk are moving 50-kilogramme fertiliser bags from one site to another 
or carrying heavy buckets of animal feed around fields. According to the U K  Health 
and Safety Executive, activities such as these 'should be avoided at all times'. Their 
documentation states that other methods should be considered, such as breaking down 
the load into smaller containers prior to movement or transporting the materials using a 
tractor or other vehicle. The risk posed by excessive force is made worse if the person 
lifting is also bending over as this increases pressure on the discs in the back. 

If a load is bulky or hard to grasp, such as a lively or agitated animal, it will be more 
difficu lt to hold while lifting and carrying. The holder may adopt an awkward posture, 
which is tiring and increases the risk of injury. Sometimes a load has to be held away 
from the body because there is a large obstacle in the area and the person lifting needs 
to be able to see where their feet are going. This results in increased stress on the back; 
holding a load at arm's length imposes about five times the stress of a close-to-the-body 
position. In such cases, handling aids should be purchased that can take the weight off 
the load and minimise the potential for injury. 

Another risk that relates to awkward posture is repetitive bending when carrying out a 
task. An example might be repairing a gate that has collapsed onto the ground. This type 
of activity increases the stress on the lower back because the back muscles have to 
support the weight of the upper body. The farmer should think about whether the job can 
be performed on a workbench, reducing the need for prolonged awkward posture. 

20 



Reading 

Questions 1 5-20 

Complete the table below. 

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the text on page 20 for each answer. 

Write your answers in boxes 15-20 on your answer sheet. 

Risks and how to avoid them 

Risk factor Examples of farm Risk reduction measures 
activities to consider 

Heavy loads • Lifting sacks of • Divide into containers 
1 5  ......................................... that weigh less 

Carrying food for • Use a vehicle such as • 
animals a tractor 

Awkward posture • Lifting a restless Buy particular 
1 6  ......................................... 1 8  ....................................................... 

to help with support 
• Moving something 

around a big 
1 7  ......................................... 

A lot of 1 9  ......................................... Fixing a fallen Use a workbench instead 
while working 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 1 



Sample Writing answers 

Here is the examiner's comment: 

This response addresses all the requirements of the question. There is a good 
description of what the book was about and a clear idea of how it influenced the 
writer. To improve the score, more detail could be added to the final bullet point. 
The response is organised clearly into paragraphs and the cohesive devices make 
it easy to follow. 

Vocabulary is strong, there are some colloquial [cracked . . .  open] and higher-level 
items [alchemist I fantasies I philosophy]. There are also some good examples of 
complex grammatical structures but a few errors remain [writing you I writing to you I 
a person I the person] . 

135 



Sample Writing answers 

T E S T  3 ,  W R I T I N G  TAS K 2 

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.0 score. 

It if> Vtr"( common for man'j people, to 5pe-nd mo£>t of the-ir l ive-£> l iv ing in the, 5;ime, c. it'j the,'j we,re, 
born. The,re, ;ire, man'j re-a£>on£> for that, but in m'I op in ion the,re, ;ire, more, prM the,n con£> to l i ve, in 
the, £>ame- c.it'I, 

'Some, advantage-£> to l i ve, in the, 5;ime, c.it'j that 'JOU we,re, born ;ire, 'jOU w i l l  be, c.\05e, to 'jOUr fami l'j 
and that me-an£> 'JOU c.an h;ive, more, wpport for the-m, for e,i;imple-, e,motional or financ.ial wpport 
or e,ve,n advic.e-5. Anothe,r good po int if> 'jOU w i l l  5e,e, 'jOUr ne,phe,w5 grow up and more, important than 
that, 'JOU could he-Ip to take- c.;ire, of 'jOUr pare-ntf> whe,n the,'j ge,t olde-r. What if> more, 'jOU m ight h;ive, 
a lot of frirnd£> and if 'jOU l i ve, in the, 5;ime, c.it'j it if> VC-r"( C-af>'j to ke,e,p c.ont;ic.t w ith the-m . Al£>o, 'jOU 
w i l l  know the, c. it'j , whe,re, it if> good to h;ive, fun, whe,re, it if> f>afo e,tc.. 

In the, d i£>advant;ige,5 £>ide,, if 'jOU l ive, in the, 5;ime, c.it'j whe,re, we,re, born 'jOU probabl'j w il l  lo£>t the, 
opportun it'j to me,e,t people, from anothe,r c.it'j- A\50 l iv ing alone, far of 'jOUr fami l'j 'jOU w i l l  grow up 
and be, more, re-5pon£>ible,. What if> more,, 'jOU c.;in h;ive, more, job£> opportunitie-5, be,c.;iu5e, 'jOU c.;in tr"{ 
to find a job in an'j c.it'j- A\50 'JOU w i l l  have, more, advrnture-5. 

f,ve,n w ith wme, di£>advantage-£>, I th ink the-re, ;ire, muc.h more, advantage-£> to l i ve, in the, 5;ime, c.it'j that 
'JOU we,re, born. 

Here is the examiner 's comment: 
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After the introduction, this response moves immediately into the advantages 
and disadvantages. T his means there is no real reference to the first point, the 
'reasons'. I f  the candidate had included the 'reasons', this response would have 
scored more highly. 

Paragraphing has been used to organise the ideas in this response. T here is 
an introduction, a conclusion, one paragraph for advantages and another for 
disadvantages. Some effective cohesive devices are used, but overall, the 
response is a little repetitive [A/so]. 

Vocabulary is appropriate but the range is restricted, and sentences are generally 
short which limits the score for grammatical structures. Although the candidate is 
able to use a range of clauses [if you live I because] , this is with some error. 



Sample Writing answers 

TEST 4 ,  WRIT ING TASK 1 

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 5.0 score. 

Dear Lifia, 

I am w glad to help -,ou to look for ac.c.ommodat ion where if> near m-, unive.rfiit-, . When I 
wa5 at the univernit-, , I had been l ived in an apartment for 4 -,earn, wh ic.h if> offered to £>tudent5 or 
othern from m-, £>c.hoo\ . It on\-, take£> S m inute£> on foot to the ma in gate of £>c.hoo\, and it jufit take£> 
10 m inute£> on foot to the bu£> £>top or tra in fitat ion .  There ha£> ver-, c.onvinent tran5port around 
m-, apartment. B-, the wa-,, if -,ou 5e,arc.h apartment onl i ne, -,ou £>hou\d 90 to double c.hec.k the 
informat ion at rec.ept ion .  Bec.aufie the-, m ight not update the informat ion on t ime. '00 I advifie -,ou 
90 to 5e,e, the teac.her who if> in c.harge of ac.c.ommodat ion at firnt. It w i l \ be £>avin9 more -,our t ime 
and ener9-, . 

What' fi more, when -,ou are c.hoo£>in9 ac.c.omdation, there are two w99e£>tion£> for -,ou: 

fi rnt, ple,a5e, c.hec.k the date that -,ou are 9o in9 to £>c.hoo\ . 15 it an-, avi\ab\e, ac.c.omadat ion for -,ou at 
that date. 

In addit ion,  p\e,a5e, make £>Ure how \on9 w i \ \  -,ou £>ta-, there. You are not able to get a refund 
even if -,ou move out the ac.c.omadat ion earl ier '00 c.hec.k how long if> ava i \ab\e, -,ou c.an £>ta-, . 

At \a5t, hopeful\-, -,ou c.an find a witab\e ac.c.omodat ion Mon and enjo-, the \ ifo at univern it-, . 

fr iend\-, , 

Here is the examiner's comment: 

This is an attempt to provide advice on finding a place to live. All bu llet points are 
touched on bu t not clearly presented, especially the third bu llet point; there is no 
indication that this is a typical mistake students make. The format is appropriate for 
a letter despite the use of [Friendly] as a closing. The response presents the bu llet 
points in the same order as the question. There is some good use of cohesive 
devices [which I who] , but most are quite basic [Because I So I In addition] and 
fau lty cohesion resu lts in some repetition [on foot I accommodation] . 

The range of vocabulary is just adequate for the task but there are errors in spelling, 
even with the same word [accomdation I accomadation I accomodation] . There 
are some attempts at complex sentence structures [even if] ,  but there are frequent 
errors in the use of articles and tenses [had been lived I It will be saving more your 
time] , including the use of present tenses to talk about where they 'studied' in the 
past. These errors do cause some difficulty for the reader. 

The Band Score cou ld be improved if spelling and word choice were more accurate 
and if there was more accuracy in sentence structu res. 
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Sample Writing answers 

T E ST 4 ,  WRITING TASK 2 

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7.0 score. 

I pernona\\'/ agree w ith tho5e who c.\a im that the pre£>ent da'/5 are the befit period in the h i£>to� of 
mankind to be l iv ing . 

f;>reakthrough£> in 5c, ienc,e and advanc,ement5 in tuhnolog'/ have dramatic,a\\'/ improved our £>tandard5 
of l iving, at \ea5t in the We£>tern world, making \ ifo adua\l'/ worth l iv ing. Advanc,e5 in medic,al 
treatment£> and the invention of new drug£> al\ have allowed Uf> to l ive long and health'/ l ive£>. We no 
longer fac,e the problem£> of food and water 5c,arc,it'1, thank£> to new agriwltura\ tuhni9ue5 that allow 
farmer;, to produc,e larger 9uantitie£> of food. t-ve�one, no matter it£> rac,e and rel ig ion, c,an rueive a 
proper educ,at ion and make a duent l iv ing out of a goodjob. We £>hould not al5o undervalue th ing£> 
wc,h a£> the freedom of 5peec,h, whic,h ha£> not alwa'/5 been guaranteed in the pa5t. 

r\owever, if I had the c,hanc,e to c,hoo5e an other t ime in our h if>to� to l i ve in ,  I would opt for 
anc,ient \Z-Ome. I th ink it would be intere£>t ing to t� l iv ing in a 50c,iet'/ who5e be\ iefa and value£> 
£>ign ific,antl'/ differ;, from our. In toda'/ ' 5 world, the mof>t valuable pernonal "9ual it ie5" are 5elfi£>hne55 
and greed . We tend to put ournelve5 before other, wherea5, in m'/ opin ion, th ing£> were different for 
the anc,ient c, iv i l iz.at ionf>, for w ic,h the 5oc, iet'/ a£> a whole c,ame firnt. 

In the end, I th ink we wuld \earn £>Orne ve� intere£>t ing le5Mn5 from our pa5t, w ithout having to 
5ac,rific,e all our the effort£> made to get where we are toda'/, 

Here is the examiner's comment: 
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This is a well-developed response which presents a range of evidence to justify 
the opinion expressed, including improvements in science, technology, medical 
treatments, agriculture, education, employment opportunities and freedom of 
speech. There is also a clear rationale for the 'other' time in history that would be 
interesting to live in. 

Ideas are arranged logically with one paragraph exploring each part of the question. 
However, we cannot say that paragraphing is used appropriately. 

The first and last paragraphs have only one sentence, and it is not clear if the 
final sentence is a new paragraph. The overall score of this response would 
be improved with an appropriate introductory and concluding paragraph. Other 
aspects of cohesion are good [those who claim that I whose beliefs I to get where 
we are today] with some slips [its race I their race I our I ours] .  

The use of vocabulary is precise [Breakthroughs in science and advancements in 
technology I making life . . .  worth living I freedom of speech I ancient civilizations] 
despite a few slips [an other I another I wich I which] and the range of grammatical 
structures is wide with frequent examples of error-free complex sentences. There 
are a few slips, e.g. , third-person agreement [differs I differ] and plural ending 
[before other I before others] , bu t overall there is good control. 
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